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2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 79-22 and 24 . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is a response to the amendment filed on 2/10/2006. 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Newly submitted claims 26-31 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons: The newly 
submitted claims 26-31 teach limitations such as a plastic base assembly comprising 
four sides extending from a base plate and a plastic cover assembly comprising four 
sides extending from a cover plate, which are not taught by the originally presented 
invention of claims 19 and 20. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for 
prosecution on the merits. Accordingly, claims 26-31 are withdrawn from consideration 
as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 
821.03. 

Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
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Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Lembke on 4/6/2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIM 

Cancelled the claims 23 and 25. 

Cancelled the non-elect claims 26-31. 
2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record fails to disclose the claimed invention such as a hinge is molded onto an 
exterior surface of the base and an exterior surface of the cover to mechanically couple 
to form an enclosure defined by the base, the cover and the hinge, wherein the spindle 
motor and the head stack assembly are pivotally attached to the base. The closest 
reference, Palson (US PAT. 3,737,067), teaches a process of making a plastic box 
comprising a hinge (48) molded onto an exterior surface of a base (12) and an exterior 
surface of a cover (14) to mechanically couple to form an enclosure defined by the 
base, the cover and the hinge. However, Palson fails to teach a spindle motor and a 
head stack assembly, which are pivotally attached to the base. Palson teaches a 
process of making a plastic box for a tape cartridge, not the disk drive. Therefore, it 
would not be obvious to modify a plastic box for a tape cartridge of Palson by adding 
any mechanism such as a spindle motor and a head stack assembly, since doing so 
would destroy the structure of the plastic box of Palson. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Claims 19-22 and 24 are allowed. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul D. Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-4565. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 6:00 AM to 2:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on 571-272-4690. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




'Paul D Kim 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3729 



